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For Doug and Theresa Thienpont

A LIGHT SHINES

Psalm 112:4-9 Words and Music by David Haas
Adapt. by D.H. Keyboard arr. by David Haas
and Gerard Chiusano
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For an introduction, play the Refrain through once.

A C Instrument part is available separately from the publisher, G-5188INST.
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Handbells A LIGHT SHINES

David Haas
Handbells used: (13) he
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* Final Refrain may be repeated.
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THE ORIGINAL PURCHASER OF THIS EDITION — presuming that sufficient
copies have been purchased for choir, cantor, organist, instrumentalists, etc. — is
authorized to photoduplicate the material printed in this box for use solely by
his/her own parish/community. This authorization is only for assembly use, and
only for disposable service bulletins. The entire contents (but not the box itself)
must be reproduced. Removal of the title, writer’s name or copyright notice is
prohibited, although they may be reset to match the type style of the remainder of
the bulletin material. Written permission must be obtained for all other uses.
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Notes

“A Light Shines” is a contemporary setting of Psalm 112, which is the proper
psalm for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A); as well as one of the
suggested psalms for the Common of Saints, and for Masses for Those Suffering
from Famine or Hunger. In addition to use as a responsorial psalm, this setting
could be used as a song during sprinkling, as a communion psalm, or a song for
celebrations of ministry, or any feast, memorial or solemnity for celebrations of any
of the saints, especially the feast of All Saints.

Psalm 112 is often seen in relationship to the previous psalm, Psalm 111. Psalm 111
is a remembrance of the great works of God, while Psalm 112 is seen to inspire
fidelity to the covenant and a call to righteousness, and often regarded as one of the
Wisdom psalms. The main theme of this psalm is that the righteous person has a
future filled with blessings from God. Our God is lavish with us, unbelievably
generous with us.

The paraphrase of the verses published here is an adaptation of the text heard on
the recording Before I Was Born.

Performance: The overall feel of this musical setting should have a certain lilt and
buoyancy, never too heavy or ponderous. If keyboard is used, it should always have
a flowing nature - this is where guitars can be very effective. The refrain can be
done as written, or as a two- or three-part round. This setting should have a
“mantra” type of heartbeat throughout.
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